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On the lobby wall of the Performing 
Arts Guild of South Kitsap, 
Washington, was this sign: "Theater is 
life. Film is art. Television is furniture." 
This prompted a fundraising letter to 
ask, "If you have cable, you are 
probably paying $1200 or more a year 
for furniture. If you take a friend to a 
couple of movies a month and buy 
popcorn, you are probably paying 
around $600 a year for art. What can 
we persuade you to pay for life?" 
 

- From AACT 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenting TLP’S  

2010 SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNER 
By Deb Smith 
 
Every year a very deserving high 
school graduate receives our 
performing arts scholarship. This 

year I am so proud to announce the winner is Miss Delaney Ross. I have had 
the great pleasure of working with Delaney in three productions at TLP: she 
played Sidney Grimm in Big Bad, Shelby Eatonton-Latcherie in Steel 
Magnolias, and a Pirate/Beauty in Treasure Island.  Delaney not only proved 
her talent but she has an incredible work ethic. When Delaney commits to 
something, you are guaranteed she’ll accomplish her goal. I would never 
hesitate to cast Delaney again and can’t wait to see her in her college plays.  
 
Delaney will be attending Southeast Missouri State University in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. She received a full-tuition scholarship academically, as well 
as $300 for being a Missouri Girls State Delegate in 2009. She auditioned for 
the performing arts program in December of 2009 and was not only 
accepted, but also offered a scholarship based on her audition. Her 
Scholarships (although not EXACT) total to a value of approximately $38,000 
for four years.  
 
Delaney hopes to graduate with a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts with an 
acting emphasis. Her classes for next semester include Acting I, Rehearsal & 
Production, Beginning Jazz Dance, World Food and Society, Auditioning, and 
Freshman Seminar- a full-time schedule. She was asked to participate in the 
Honor's Program at SEMO, which means slightly harder classes and she 
accepted this challenge with open arms. She'll be entering college with a full 
semester finished thanks to dual-credit college courses through her high 
school.  
 
The two really neat things about SEMO Performing Arts that won her over 
were: 1. Everyone is involved with every aspect of production. Makeup 
artists get to act, tech people get to create costumes, actors get to direct 
and dancers get to sing. And 2. The program teaches how to market and 
agent themselves, and not to rely on others. It teaches how to make a 
career out of acting, not just how to get up on stage. 
 
So please join me in congratulating our own Delaney Ross. May she make us 
all proud in her successes! 
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Chairman’s Letter 
By Cindy Young 

 

Greetings everyone!  I hope you all had a glorious July 4th weekend! 
 
The buttress walls are up!  Zip-a-dee-doo-dah and hurrah!!  In just a short time they should be cured 

enough that we can finally get rid of that horrible cable across our stage!  Any director, stage manager or actor who 
has encountered the difficulties presented by said cable will tell you the day we rid ourselves of that cable will be a 
red-letter day for TLP!  Thanks to John Eberhard who has worked long and hard on this project and to Lloyd Lowery 
who stepped up and helped coordinate the actual work of the project when our contractor was onsite.  You’re both 
greatly appreciated by this Chairman and many others. 
 
Our next production, “The Cemetery Club,” has been cast and I’m sure Director Deb Smith will have more information 
about it elsewhere in this newsletter.  There’s no doubt in my mind we can all look forward to another great 
production starting in mid-August. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Delaney Ross on her receiving of the TLP Scholarship.  It’s well-deserved as Delaney has 
made significant contributions to our troupe in the short time we’ve known her (including bringing her dad along to 
play Long John Silver in Treasure Island!).  We wish you the best, Delaney, as you move into the next phase of your 
educational endeavors.  Don’t be a stranger to us…we want to hear all about your activities! 
 
And, on a personal note, congratulations also to TLP member Karen Robinson and her “better half” (at least “quieter 
half”), Pat McKaig.  The two of them exchanged wedding vows in a beautiful evening ceremony at Lake Norfork on 
June 26th.  I’m sure I speak for all of us at TLP who know Karen when I say we wish you both all the happiness in the 
world and a wonderful, long future together! 
 
 

Setting the Stage 
By John Eberhard 

 
Theatre People Take 
Care of Their Own 
  
Just returned from a 
trip out West where I 
was reminded of how 
wonderful is the 
fraternity of theatre. 
  
We were in West 
Yellowstone, Montana, 
and had watched a well 

done production of "The Foreigner" at the Playmill 
Theater.  A few days later, when we went in to buy 
tickets to their production of "Beauty and the Beast", 
we got to chatting with them about how much we 
had enjoyed "The Foreigner,” that Carol had been in 
that show and had directed "The Nerd" by the same 
author, and so on.  After talking theatre for a while and 
obtaining tickets for "Beauty/Beast", they asked if we 
would be catching their production of "Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers".  When we explained that we would 
miss it because we were leaving the day before it 

opened, they invited us to come watch the final dress 
rehearsal for free.  Sweet! 
 
I must say, having the opportunity to watch the 
creative process at that point was wonderful.  It was 
both educational and inspiring, and meant more to us 
than any of the productions we have been to this year. 
  
About ten days earlier, we went to Bas Bleu in Ft. 
Collins, Co., to watch their production of "Lend Me A 
Tenor".  We went in on a Friday afternoon to get 
tickets for Friday night.  Unfortunately, they were sold 
out.  After chatting with them for a while about having 
seen "Lend Me A Tenor" earlier this year, how Carol 
wanted to direct a production of it herself, that our son 
was an opera singer (the show is about opera singers), 
that we had driven all the way from Arkansas to see 
their show....they discovered that they actually had 
two seats left:  not regular theatre seats, but padded 
and upholstered comfort seats.  To top it off, they gave 
them to us for half price! 
  
Theatre people take care of their own. 
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The MARGE ROCK Memorial 
By Sally Mollenkopf 
 

On  Saturday,  June  5,  there  was  a  gathering 
of kindred  spirits- to  celebrate  the  life  of  
Marjorie Rock- in  Mequon,  Wisconsin, a 
suburb of Milwaukee, not far from her birthplace  
and the setting where  she  enjoyed  
many theatrical moments- The  Red  Barn  
Playhouse.  The highlight of the day  was  the  
announcement  that  this small community  
theater  was  being  re-named  THE  MARGE  
ROCK  THEATER!  A large commemorative poster, 
placed on the stage, was unveiled and provided 
the focus for the entertainment to 
come throughout the day and evening.  Nothing 
about that day was ordinary, 
and nothing about Marge Rock was ordinary. What 
a party in her honor! 
  
Many of us  in attendance  -  her  husband and 

children,  grandchildren,  siblings, friends and counseling and theater  associates,  were  overwhelmed  with the  
outpouring of  love  shown  to  Our  Marjorie.  She was  quite a gal, as  we  all remember  from her  contributions  as  
director of  several productions  at  Twin Lakes  Playhouse:  Quilters,  Battle of the  Bands,  The Reluctant  Santa,  
Wit, Godspell.....and  as actor  in several plays,  beginning with Trouble in Tumbleweed. (Do we  remember how her  
beehive  wig  kept hitting  the  cable  that  crossed the stage, as  she tried to control her wayward red  feather  boa?)  
Marge was a natural comedienne, teacher, friend, philosopher, great listener, and a very classy woman! 
  
During  an afternoon  and evening  of  music presented  by  The Tennessee Gentlemen  and  Diane  Bloom  and  Kevin  
Rock  and  Doug  Szper, then  a delicious  BBQ  prepared  by  The New  Day Club, we  all  came  to realize  even more  
how  theater  had impacted  Marge, and  how  Marge had  left  her mark  on theatre.  It was a joyful day!  Many  people 
attended  who  told  stories  of  Marge's  contribution  at  The Red  Barn Theater, and  everyone  agreed  that  this  
was  the  day we  would remember her, share her  stories, and smile  because she left such an imprint on our lives. 
  
Weather in the mid-west can be unpredictable, and that day gave us a variety of summer weather.  The 
old red barn theater was once a cow barn restored to its original condition, with open wooden slats and boards on the 
sides of the building, and a roof that leaked here and there.  As we sat inside during the afternoon musical 
performance, the sweltering heat signaled the approaching storm, and by evening it became a full-blown drenching, 
with gusting winds  that whipped through the barn  siding.  Thunder rumbled over the exposed beams and a few of us 
felt the raindrops hit our face, signaling the need to move our folding chairs a bit to avoid the storm.  Marge would 
have loved the drama and the intensity of the moment when her memorial poster had to be relocated to dryer ground.  
The band, (who had driven 700 miles from Arkansas and Tennessee - in one day - in order to perform) continued to 
play, and there was even some hoe-down square dancing to celebrate the occasion.  Everyone had a fine time, and 
everyone agreed that this memorable person, Marjorie Rock, deserved to have the Mequon Red Barn re-named in 
her honor....THE MARGE ROCK THEATER! 
 
 
 

********************************************************************************************************

Did you know we are selling gift certificates to our performances? If you are interested in 

purchasing some as gifts for your friends, please contact Shirley Spitzer to make the 

arrangements.  
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The Cemetery Club  Cast Set 
By Deb Smith 

                                                                              
The cast includes: Carol Eberhard as Ida, Deb Stanuch as Doris, Darcy 
Sherrod as Lucille, John Eberhard as Sam, and Yvonne Gehrke as 
Mildred. I feel very fortunate to be working with this talented and 
experienced cast and I’m sure rehearsals will be creative and 
empowering. I also have an outstanding production crew: Angie Cotter 
as Assistant Director, Paula Hill as Stage Manager, Andrew Kibbe as 
Sound/Light Technician, Stacy Tiffin, George Smith, and Rick Maxon 
on set construction, Anne Johnson-Loftis will be painting 
murals/scenery, Lynn Lawhon and Barbara Dugger on props,  Traci 
Hogan on costumes, and Lisa Hammett as House Manager. Rehearsals 
begin on July 5 with performance dates August 13-29. If you would like 
to help paint the set or work backstage, please let me know. My cell is 
421-6099.                   From L to R:Carol Eberhard, Debby Stanuch, John Eberhard,  

                    Darcy Sherrod, Yvonne Gehrke 

Soliloquy 
By Deb Smith 
 

Here I am again, starting a 
new play! The cast is set, 
I’ve contacted a number 
of people to fill many of 
the important roles in the 
production, my very 
capable set constructors 
have finished putting up 
the set, and I’ve 
scheduled my first 
rehearsal and first 

production meeting. The publicity committee is 
working on the special opening night gala- a wine and 
cheese before the performance. We’re contacting 
possible sponsors. I’m working on the blocking of the 
show. And I’m working on the press releases and 
program as we go along. Yes, we’re in the beginning 
stages of a new production and I love it! 
 
At one time or another, I’ve mentioned how very much 
I enjoy directing. I have to say it again- I LOVE 
directing! I love putting an idea/concept together and 
watching it transform into something special. Each 
person involved in a production adds his/her own 
flavor, ideas, comments… It’s such a creative process. 
When I teach acting to the kids, I always mention the 
passion it takes to succeed in this business- whether as 
a paid actor or in a community theatre setting. It’s the 
same with directing. A director must be passionate 
about the project chosen- that’s why most directors 
submit their own plays.  
 
In a lot of theatres around the country, either an 
artistic director or a panel decides the season’s plays. 
We have a play reading committee that helps the 
membership chose a season. The committee reads and 

reviews the plays and then submits those reviews, with 
suggestions for the season, to the Board of Directors. 
The Board then goes through all the reviews and 
submits their choices to the membership. It’s much 
more efficient than having each board member read 
each play or each member read a series of plays. Right 
now we have 5 people on the play reading committee, 
each with different backgrounds and viewpoints, each 
with their own personal experiences from which to 
draw. We do a point system for each play- excellent 
being 4 points and poor or unsatisfactory being 1 point. 
All points are totaled and an average is taken for each 
play. But that is just to determine which plays should 
be produced. The Board has the wonderful task of 
choosing the season based on our audiences and, 
hopefully, the genres of the plays. For instance, no one 
would like to have all comedies when we could have a 
musical or a good mystery. Mixing up the season always 
keeps it fresh and interesting. And if there is a chance 
to break in a new director, that’s also an added bonus. 
 
I was extremely fortunate this season to have two plays 
accepted by the membership. I got to direct an 
entertaining family musical at the beginning of the 
season and now I’m starting an adult comedy. Both are 
challenging and I’m positive both will be enjoyable to 
work on. And yes, I feel passionate about both plays. As 
a relatively new director (my first play was in 2006), I 
am so thankful that the membership has embraced my 
choices and I’ve been able to do these plays. Thanks, 
TLP, for letting me live my dreams! 
 
 
Smiles, 
Deb 
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Getting Acquainted  

Often a call for auditions fails to pull in enough people because many would-be actors are unfamiliar with the play in 
question. The Chippewa Valley Theatre Guild of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, came up with a solution that was both fun and 
effective. All those interested in auditioning for the upcoming play were invited to a play reading. Descriptions of 
characters are provided, as well as the rehearsal schedule. "Remember, this is not an audition, nor will the director be 
present for the reading," read the company's announcement, making a very good selling point. "It is simply an 
opportunity to become familiar with the script." The reading was also open to those interested in working backstage or 
in other areas. 

Wedding Bells For One Of Our Own 
 

Our membership totals about 80 members. So, when a member gets married, it’s 
BIG news! This time it’s a special day for Karen Robinson, one of our newest 
members and one of our most remembered. She played in several TLP productions: 
Magnolia in But Why Bump Off Barnaby? Annelle in Steel Magnolias, and Blind 
Pew/Mr. Arrow in Treasure Island. She also was part of a Saturday Night Live skit 
with Carol Eberhard, Monna Floyd and Deb Smith at a 2009 members’ meeting. 
And, she worked as a group leader in the 2009 Youth Acting Conservatory.  
 
Karen married her best friend, Patrick McKaig, on June 26th at 7:00 p.m. The 
wedding was absolutely gorgeous, held at Lydia’s Weddings on Teal Point Drive, 
overlooking Lake Norfork. With men in kilts (don’t you just love it?) and a beautiful 
bride, the happy couple pledged their love to each other under a stormy sky. It’s 
said to be good luck to have rain on your wedding day so the McKaigs will have 
good luck abounding. Congratulations on your nuptials, Karen and Patrick!  

    
                                   

M E E T I N G S  

MONDAY, JULY 5, BOARD MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

MONDAY, JULY 19, MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 2, BOARD MEETING AT 7:00 P.M.  

MONDAY, AUGUST 16, MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

The Word on Mime  
Patrick Rainville Dorn  

Now that the school year is practically over and your production is done, you might be wondering how to keep your 
students busy and focused on developing their acting skills.  In a word...  mime. 

Not only will practicing the skills of pantomime keep your students quiet (literally!), their acting skills will be all the 
better for it as well!  With just a lesson or two, you and your students will see a vast improvement in their abilities to 
develop their characters onstage.  After all, they can’t be delivering lines all the time! 

When most people hear the word “mime,” they think of silent street performers with pasty white faces and tight-
fitting clown costumes, pretending to be stuck in an invisible box or pulling an unseen rope.  But there’s much more to 
it than that! 
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The skills that make up a classical mime’s bag of tricks can be of tremendous use to any actor who may be called upon 
in a play to tell a story through gestures, or more likely, to trick an audience into “seeing” something that isn’t there. 

Anyone who has played charades knows that clear, simple movements and gestures convey much more information 
than wild thrashings and gesticulations.  You can use mime to create images in an audience’s mind, or even tell an 
entire story. 

For example, imagine you are in a play, and your character has to come onstage as if walking in from a rainstorm.  
Even though you and your costume are completely dry, you can shrug out of your coat, shake imaginary water droplets 
from it, “dry” your face with a handkerchief and then use it to “mop up” the puddle by the door.  All this is done “in 
mime,” because there never was any real water.  But if done well, the audience would swear that there was. 

Onstage, I’ve opened doors that weren’t really there, “flipped” a light switch that was painted onto a flat, been struck 
by a (thankfully) imaginary bullet, consumed non-existent coffee from imaginary cups and eaten an “air steak,” all in 
plays that are considered representational or realistic.  In the hit comedy Twinderella, a baseball game is enacted 
onstage without a ball!  These are all examples of using the skills of pantomime within a regular play. 

The three most important rules to remember about using pantomime effectively onstage are:  simplicity, consistency, 
and the “bump.” 

First, keep it simple.  Complicated movements are confusing.  Don’t “muddy the air” with meaningless movements.  
Also, finish one movement before going on to the next.  Then be consistent.  Once an imaginary object is established, 
make sure that it remains there until moved.  If you set a “cup” down in one place, be sure to pick it up again in the 
same spot.  Otherwise the audience will think there are two cups on the table.  I’ve seen shows using imaginary doors 
where the doorknob magically moves up and down, depending on the height of the actors.  Finally, there’s “the 
bump.” When you pick up a real cup, your fingers simply wrap around it.  But with a mimed cup, you have to very 
slightly exaggerate the grasp, the lift, the setting down and the release.  Don’t overdo the exaggeration, but think of it 
as a series of visual punctuation marks.  This helps the audience recognize the moment of contact, the beginning of 
movement, the end of movement and the letting go. 

Every actor can benefit from some training in pantomime, and when you’re practicing mime, you’ll never hear them 
complain!  Remember, “mime’s” the word! 

***************************************************************************************************************************** ******************** 

 
                                          Twin Lakes Playhouse 
                                           Membership Meeting 
                                                June 21, 2010 
 
I.   Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
Vice-Chairman Mike Baker called the Twin Lakes Playhouse Membership meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  Mike welcomed newcomers to the Playhouse, and the visitors 
were introduced.   
 

II. Minutes of  May 17, 2010 Membership Meeting 
The minutes from the May membership meeting, as printed in the Playbill, were reviewed.  W.W. McElrath moved to 
approve the minutes.  Bill Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
III. Treasurerõs Report 
Mike presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Jim Smith explained the Vacuum Purchase expenditures.  He did not spend the 
entire $200.  The returned amount will be reflected in next month’s Treasurer’s Report.  The June Treasurer’s Report 
was prepared by Cindy Young.  Chris Dyson was elected as the new treasurer.  Jim Smith moved to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report.  W.W. McElrath seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Treasurer’s Report will be filed. 
 
IV. Correspondence 
No correspondence this month. 
 

http://www.pioneerdrama.com/SearchDetail.asp?pc=TWINDERELL
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V. Committee Reports/Updates 
Updates were provided for each of the following committees: 
 

¶ Buttress Walls:  Lloyd Lowery reported that as of 5:30 p.m. today, the buttress walls are up.  The walls need to 
sit for one month before cutting the cord.  Lloyd turned in a final bill to Mike Baker for $5,490 plus $10 to 
repair the front door.   

¶ Maintenance:  Lloyd will look at fixing the door lock in the Women’s Room.  Bull Shoals Heating and Cooling 
will be here at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, June 25.  Shirley Spitzer will let Bull Shoals Heating and Cooling into the 
Playhouse. 

¶ Play Reading & Education:  Deb Smith reported that the Youth Acting Conservatory went wonderfully.  Twelve 
kids participated in the program.  Angie Cotter, Mike Baker, Sue Howe, and Chrissy Carney helped Deb with 
teaching the workshop.  Deb purchased some books for training.  Deb mentioned having a workshop for adults.  
Two more directors submitted plays to the Play Reading Committee tonight—W.W. McElrath submitted one 
play, and Lloyd Lowery submitted three plays.  There are two people interested in directing One Act Plays.  
These people need to give plays to Deb.  The goal of the committee is to have the plays read by August. 

¶ Patronage & Publicity:  Shirley Spitzer put a notice on the bulletin board about a production of Guys & Dolls in 
West Plains.  Shirley presented a proposal of having cheese & wine on opening night.  Discussion followed on 
serving alcohol in the Playhouse.  Jim Smith moved to have a wine & cheese celebration for opening night of 
The Cemetery Club as a test.  Bill Simpson seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Deb Smith is alright 
with this test for her show.  The wine & cheese celebration was actually Deb’s idea.  W.W. McElrath 
recommended getting the wine from Warehouse Liquor.   Motion of testing the wine & cheese celebration for 
opening night of The Cemetery Club as a test carried. 

¶ Benefits:  The Benefit show for Cemetery Club is Kindness Inc. 

¶ Membership:  There are 79 members.  Mike Baker encouraged members to support shows.  Dave Adkins 
requested having a Facebook link on the TLP website. 

¶ Scholarship:  There were three applicants for the scholarship.  The Scholarship Committee selected Delaney 
Ross as the 2010 Recipient.  The check will go to her school.  Delaney was present to receive the honor.  
Delaney will be attending Southeast Missouri State University and will major in Theater. 

 
VI. Unfinished Business 
A brief report was given on Chapter 2.  Chapter 2 was a success and some money was made.  The audience reactions 
and participation was great.  
 
VII. New Business 
Chris Dyson was elected as Treasurer of the Twin Lakes Playhouse Board of Directors. 
 
Andrew Kibbe was selected and accepted the position of Technical Director. 
 
Auditions for Cemetery Club are Saturday, June 26 at 6:00 p.m.  The play has a cast of five—four women and one man.  
The stage crew is needed.  Angie Cotter is serving as Assistant Director, and Andrew Kibbe is doing lights and sound. 
 
VIII.  Announcements 
The next Board Meeting is July 5 at 7:00 p.m.  The next Membership Meeting is July 19 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
IX. Adjournment 
Bill Simpson moved to adjourn the meeting.  W.W. McElrath seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Refreshments followed the meeting.   

Prepared by:  C. Carney, Recording Secretary on 6/21/10 
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 It is requested and required that each member fill out a new application form when paying membership 

dues. We are now accepting new membership applications and dues for 2010. If you cannot attend a 

meeting, you can download a membership form off the website, fill it in, and submit it and your $5.00 check 

to:  Twin Lakes Playhouse, PO Box 482, Mountain Home, AR  72654 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR: We should all feel fortunate to be among the creative! It makes life so much more 
interesting! 

Nature creates ability; luck provides it with opportunity. 

- Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

If you would like to contribute an editorial or submit a picture, please let me know. Please contact me by phone at 870-421-6099 or by 

e-mail at ozarktootsie10@yahoo.com .  

******* Deadline for August 2010 Newsletter is August 1st
 
******* 

 

 

Board of Directors 20 10 : Cindy Young , Chairman; Mike Baker , Vice -Chairman; Chrissy 

Carney , Recording Secretary; Christopher Dyson, Treasurer;  John Eberhard ; Yvonne 

Gehrke; Janet Lacefield;  and Jim Smith . 

Editor: Deb Smith (421 -6099 for suggestions or submissions); Copy Editor: Sally 

Mollenkopf; Contributing Editor: John Eberhard;  Website -Webmaster: Bill Simpson . 
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